
 

 

 
 

Community Dance Work // Summer 2021 
 
Eliot Smith Dance is offering an opportunity for people living in Newcastle upon Tyne, Gateshead, 
south of the Tyne and Northumberland, to take part in the creation of ESD’s 7th community dance work, 

Lament. 
 

As part of the virtual ESD Presents Martha Graham programme in July 2021, Lament takes its 

inspiration from Martha Graham’s Lamentation (1930) - Graham’s signature solo - the essence of grief 
itself. 
 
Grief is a human experience everyone has or will face at some point, regardless of race, gender, age, 
culture, religion. It is a distinctly personal journey.  
 
This collaboration is intended to encourage people in the community to come together to explore our 
shared and different experiences surrounding grief via the medium of dance. 
We hope this also provides a healthy opportunity to be active, is a confidence-building experience, 
with the added benefit of meeting people and working with supportive professional artists. 
 
The workshops will include a warm-up class, followed by simple choreography. All will be guided by 
ESD Artistic Director Eliot Smith and ESD dancers. This opportunity is open to everyone aged 40+, with 
or without dance experience. We recognise our previous workshops have not always reached our 
friends and neighbours in the BAME and LGBTQ+ communities. We hope to give a platform for ALL to 
participate and share their unique experiences with us, so would like to extend this invite to these 
communities. 
 
Anyone interested should be available to attend four Online Workshops via Zoom on Saturday 05 
June 2021 (10.00 am to 12.00 noon), Saturday 12 June 2021 (10.00 am to 12.00 noon), Saturday 
19 June 2021 (10.00 am to 12.00 noon) and Saturday 26 June 2021 (10.00 am to 12.00 noon). 
 
Followed by one outdoor workshop (film day) in Newcastle upon Tyne on Sunday 27 June 2021 
(10.00 am to 12.00 noon). 
 

The community dance work will be recorded by a professional filmmaker, and the resulting 
digital dance work will be presented as part of the Virtual Gala Performance of ESD Presents 
Martha Graham on Saturday 31 July 2021 at 7.00 pm. 
 

Please email your interest to info@eliotsmithdance.com no later than 12.00 noon on Friday 21 May 

2021. 
 
 

Eliot Smith Dance acknowledges the support for Lament from: 

http://www.eliotsmithdance.com/esdpresents
mailto:info@eliotsmithdance.com

